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Objective: This study investigated the contribution of collaborative learning to 
speaking ability and speaking anxiety among Iraqi undergraduate EFL learners. 
Method: Employing a quasi-experimental design, the study involved 86 second-stage 
students from the English Department, Faculty of Education, University of Kufa, 
divided equally into experimental and control groups (n=43 each). The experimental 
group received collaborative learning instruction over a treatment period, while the 
control group was taught using conventional methods. Data were collected using a 
speaking test and the Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale (FLCAS) 
administered as pre-tests and post-tests. Normality testing confirmed that parametric 
assumptions were met, and data were analyzed using paired samples t-tests and 
independent samples t-tests. Results: The findings revealed that the experimental 
group significantly outperformed the control group in speaking ability, with a mean 
post-test score of 64.57 compared to 48.23 (t(84) = -9.48, p < 0.001, d = 2.05). 
Furthermore, the experimental group demonstrated a substantial reduction in speaking 
anxiety, with a post-test mean of 48.34 compared to 64.23 in the control group (t(84) = 
9.04, p < 0.001, d = 1.97). Novelty: These results indicate that collaborative learning 
not only enhances speaking proficiency but also significantly reduces speaking anxiety 
among Iraqi EFL learners. The study recommends the integration of collaborative 
learning strategies into EFL instruction to foster both linguistic competence and 
affective well-being. 
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INTRODUCTION 

is a student-

centered, instructor-facilitated instructional strategy in which a small group 

These theories 

and research examine how people depend on each other and how this 

outcomes of their 

interactions. These ideas consider different ways people work together 

increasingly vital. Among the various language skills, speaking is particularly important 

primary 

medium of everyday communication and is therefore the most critical English 

educators are 

assessed, as individuals tend to form first impressions based on how clearly 
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messages, and expressing thoughts through language. It involves the speaker’s creative 

assert 

that speaking is an essential competency because progress in language learning 

both 

appropriate and understandable to the listener. According to Haryudin and Jamilah

requires 

knowing when, why, and how to use grammatical forms and pronunciation—as 

In English as a foreign language (EFL) contexts, students often find it challenging 

to difficulties 

when acquiring English. Some struggle to generate ideas or have limited time 

to their 

mother tongue, which can become problematic if they are unwilling to use the 

speaking, including misjudged motivation, fear, anxiety, shyness, and lack of confidence. 

are unable to speak in front of groups. When required to speak, they become frightened, 

to communicate in English. These challenges, according to the author, may arise from 

learn English. Mauludiyah indicates that anxiety reduces engagement and may 

heightens tension, and disrupts the learning process. When attempting to communicate 

in 

particular, has a significant impact on self-esteem, often resulting in feelings of defeat 

system. Speaking anxiety causes learners to lack confidence when performing in front of 
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self-confidence, difficulty retaining information, excessive perspiration, and irregular 

significant language anxiety, their classroom performance is likely to suffer. They 

Although the well-documented negative impact of anxiety on speaking 

performance and 

remains a notable gap in the literature regarding the specific contribution 

of collaborative 

proficiency [10], [12], and others have explored the 

, limited research has investigated how 

structured collaborative learning 

the Iraqi EFL context. Furthermore, existing studies 

have predominantly focused on 

interplay between collaborative learning, speaking ability, and 

speaking anxiety within a 

by investigating the contribution of collaborative learning to speaking ability 

and 

 

 

Literature Review 

Collaborative Learning and Its Principles 

Collaborative learning (CL) lacks a universal definition but shares core 

characteristics [13]. CL emphasizes shared endeavor over individual work [14]
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4. Encourage social engagement – Interaction builds communication skills [25]. 

5. Permit independent thought – CL develops critical thinking [26]. 

 Collaborative vs. cooperative – Cooperative learning is structured with 

assigned roles; 
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CONCLUSION  

Fundamental Finding : This study investigated the contribution of collaborative 

learning to speaking ability and speaking anxiety among Iraqi undergraduate EFL 

learners. Employing a quasi-experimental pretest-posttest control group design with 86 

second-stage students from the University of Kufa, the study found that collaborative 

learning had a statistically significant and practically significant positive impact on both 

dependent variables. The findings revealed that the experimental group, which received 

collaborative learning instruction, demonstrated a substantial improvement in speaking 

ability compared to the control group, with a very large effect size (d = 2.05). 

Additionally, the experimental group showed a significant reduction in speaking anxiety, 

with a very large effect size (d = 1.97). These results confirm that collaborative learning 

not only enhances oral proficiency but also alleviates the affective barriers that often 

hinder language learning. Implication : The theoretical implications of this study support 

Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and sociocultural theory, 

demonstrating that learning is mediated through social interaction and peer 

collaboration. The practical implications suggest that EFL educators in Iraq and similar 

contexts should integrate collaborative learning strategies into their teaching practices to 

create supportive, interactive, and anxiety-free learning environments. Limitation : 
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The study was limited to a specific sample of 86 second-stage students from the 

University of Kufa, which may restrict the generalizability of the findings to other 

educational contexts or proficiency levels. Additionally, the duration of the treatment 

and reliance on quantitative measures may not fully capture long-term effects or deeper 

qualitative aspects of learners’ experiences. Future Research : Future studies should 

explore the long-term impact of collaborative learning on speaking ability and anxiety 

across different educational levels and cultural contexts. Further research is also 

recommended to incorporate mixed-method approaches to gain deeper insights into 

learners’ perceptions, interaction patterns, and the mechanisms underlying anxiety 

reduction. 
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